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Australian Enviroblast is a specialist 
in abrasive blasting for all types 
of marine vessels, structures and 
equipment.

Abrasive blasting has proven 
itself to be the most effective and 
cost-efficient means of removing 
contaminants and marine build up 
from ships, boats and yachts of all 

types, as well as all kinds of marine-
based structures, machinery and 
equipment.

Using the Quill Falcon Kwikblast® 
System, abrasive blasting is able 
to successfully remove all of the 
following from boat hulls and 
decking, and marine machinery and 
structures:

oil • grease • corrosion • soluble salts 
(chloride and sulphates) • chemicals • old 

coatings • algae • barnacles • grime and dirt
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Abrasive Blasting for Marine Vessels
Marine vessels are naturally 

subject to a build up of algae 
and barnacles, grime and 

dirt, bilge-oil film and blisters 
after an extended time in 

the water. These and other 
unwanted additions to the hull 

can eventually cause so much 
drag that they affect a boat’s 

performance.

Removing these types of growth 
and contaminants by hand is 
not only incredibly laborious, 
but it can also cause damage 
to the surface, particularly on 

a fibreglass hull. Doing so, it is 
easy to scratch or even gouge 
the gelcoat, which can lead to 

blisters and fractures.

The difficulty of stripping a boat 
hull also means that it can be 

tempting simply to apply a fresh 
coat of anti-fouling paint over 

the hull without stripping it 

right back beforehand. As well 
as hiding and then eventually 

exacerbating problems, this also 
means that boat performance is 
affected as a result of the rough 

bottom and the excess weight 
produced by too many layers of 

paint.

Wet abrasive blasting is 
extremely gentle and effective 

at removing unnecessary 
and harmful paint layers 

and other build ups in such 
a way as to maximise boat 

performance, without requiring 
enormous amounts of time 

and intensive labour. This 
means that there is more time 
available for anti-fouling paint 

and protective coatings to be 
applied thoroughly without 

increasing your downtime and 
maintenance costs, which will 

in turn have the effect of adding 
years to a vessel’s lifespan. 
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Wet abrasive blasting can 
be used to clean the hulls of 
fibreglass, aluminium, metal 
and timber yachts and boats, 
and it effectively removes:

 ] rust
 ] paint
 ] bitumen
 ] mill scale
 ] old coatings
 ] chlorides
 ] soluble salts
 ] surface contaminants

At Australian Enviroblast, we 
use the Quill Falcon Kwikblast® 
System, which has successfully 
been employed on steel 
warships, submarines and 
destroyers, fibreglass mine 
sweepers, wooden fishing 
boats, aluminium research 

vessels, oil containers, LNG 
vessels and cargo ships.It can 
be used for:

 ] fabric maintenance
 ] repainting 

programmes
 ] cleaning debris from 

ballast tanks
 ] cleaning debris from 

surfaces prior to welding
 ] removing coatings 

prior to NDT preparation
 ] cleaning debris from 

cable trays
 ] removing sea growth 

from steel structures
 ] cleaning debris from 

decking

http://www.australianenviroblast.com.au




Why corrosion is so damaging in a marine 
environment
Boats and ships of all kinds are 
particularly prone to corrosion, in 
particular rust, which can affect the hull, 
propellor, motor and other surfaces. 
They also suffer from crevice corrosion, 
which is where a crevice is formed 
under a deposit (such as silt or sand) or 
anywhere moisture can get trapped and 
become stagnant.

Whatever the form of corrosion, it’s 
important to treat it effectively, and 
abrasive blasting is an important part 
of the process. This enables affected 
surfaces to be stripped back to a 
corrosion free base that can then be 
primed and protectively coated. 

Why protective coatings are so important in a 
marine environment
Protective coating is one of the most 
cost-effective and efficient ways of 
combating corrosion on marine vessels 
and protects against moisture being 
able to interact with the boat’s surfaces, 
which in turn leads to degradation and 
corrosion.

Preparing surfaces with wet abrasive 
blasting prior to coating creates an 
effective anchor for the coating and 
the right physical environment for the 
coating material to interact effectively 
with the surface. Therefore, the effective 

performance of a marine vessel coating 
very much depends on the quality of the 
surface preparation and so preparing 
the surface for a coat of anti-foul 
coatings is an extremely important step 
in maintaining a boat’s longevity and 
seaworthiness.

Wet abrasive blasting is able to treat 
surfaces so that they have a cleanliness 
and profile suitable for the type of 
protective coating that is to be applied.
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If a marine vessel is painted or a 
coating is applied before contaminants 
are removed, the coating is likely to 
fail because it does not adhere to 
the surface effectively. In addition, 
contaminants can draw moisture 
through the coating which causes 
blistering, detachment and can also 
accelerate corrosion. 

Wet abrasive blasting removes all types 
of coatings, corrosion and residues from 
marine vessel surfaces, meaning that 

blisters that need to be repaired can be 
identified and surfaces can be primed 
so that new protective coatings can 
be applied in such a way as to achieve 
maximum bonding. However, at the 
same time abrasive blasting won’t 
remove the sealing from seams or thin 
the metal of a boat’s hull. Abrasive 
blasting is able to profile surfaces in a 
variety of ways so that they are ready to 
receive all types of industrial coatings 
and protective paints.

Removing old coatings, paint and contaminants



Abrasive blasting is the ideal preparation

Surface preparation involves 
eliminating dirt and debris, paint, 

rust, mill scale, marine growths 
and previous layers of coating 

from a boat’s surface. Proper 
preparation before protective 

coating takes place is vital to the 
repair and maintenance of marine 

vessels, because it has a greater 
effect on the performance and 

reliability of the coating more than 
any other factor. If the preparation 

of a surface for coating is poor, 
the ultimate performance of that 

coating will likewise be poor. 

The Quill Falcon Kwikblast® 
System creates surfaces on which 

coatings can be successfully 
applied, which contributes 

significantly to the longevity and 
quality of these coatings. Wet 
abrasive blasting profiles the 

surface area in such a way that 
the coating is able effectively to 
anchor itself to the small peaks 

and valleys of the blasted surface 
and thus adheres better.

On a new boat, wet abrasive 
blasting removes the shine from 

the gelcoat before the initial 
painting of the bottom.

Soluble salts draw in moisture 
from the air and are one the 

primary causes for protective 
coatings on marine vessels failing, 

as they are able to congregate 
in rough or pitted areas on steel 

surfaces.

However, abrasive blasting using 
the Quill Falcon Kwikblast® 

System washes away and removes 
soluble salts and chlorides, 

leaving a clean, contaminant free 
profiled surface and creating the 

best possible bonding strength 
when protective coatings are 

added.
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About Us
Australian Enviroblast was 
founded in 2009 by Mark Chiappin 
with the aim of introducing 
environmentally-friendly wet 
abrasive blasting services to 
Australia.

Using the revolutionary and 
technologically-advanced Quill Falcon 
Precision Dustless Kwikblast® System, 
the Australian Enviroblast team of 
trained and skilled operators is able 
to remove a wide range of coatings, 
corrosion and residues from all types 
of marine equipment, while leaving 
surfaces clean and contaminant free. 
We have vast experience of jobs both 
large and small, in the commercial 
and the domestic fields.

Australian Enviroblast is able to offer a 
full range of services, including:
 ] wet abrasive blasting
 ] dry abrasive blasting
 ] mechanical preparation
 ] UHP (pressure cleaning)
 ] industrial coatings

With a fleet of mobile equipment, 
Australian Enviroblast is able carry 
out on-site abrasive blasting and 
industrial coating, and offers efficient, 
flexible and cost-effective solutions 
that deliver outstanding results on 

both large-scale and more intricate, 
delicate jobs. Furthermore, the Quill 
Falcon Precision Dustless Kwikblast® 
System is extremely safe and requires 
no encapsulation, meaning that other 
work can be carried out at the same 
time, saving both time and money.

Australian Enviroblast is licensed by 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
and adheres to its high standards of 
environmental safety with regards to 
air quality, noise, water quality and 
waste management. The company 
has won contracts in both the public 
and private sectors, including markets 
such as oil, gas, shipping, construction 
and the highways, and also has an 
impressive portfolio of domestic and 
small-scale abrasive blasting jobs, 
including:
 ] rust removal
 ] paint removal
 ] graffiti removal
 ] stain removal
 ] driveway and decking cleaning
 ] steel and fibreglass cleaning
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